Clean Water
Abstract:

Having clean water on tap is something most of us here take for granted. It is
estimated that in 2015 91 percent of the world’s population had accessto an
improved source of drinking water. That leaves the remaining nine percent, well
over half a billion people, without. Likewise, it was estimated that in 2015 almost
a bilion people lacked any sort of sanitation facility. Water and sanitation are at
the core of sustainable development, and ensuring the provision and long-term
sustainability of water and sanitation to all, is an enduring challenge.

Achieving a goal of this scale and complexity, while protecting the freshwater
resources essential to the task at hand under the pressure of climate change and
population growth, makes for a wicked problem. Engineering has its role to play
in reaching these goals. However, all technical solutions reside within a social
and political context, an understanding of which is critical if the desired
outcomesare to be achieved.

In this session we will explore how the multi-disciplinary problem of clean water
provision must be approached holistically. By taking examples from across the
globe we will examine how context informs interventions, influences outcomes
and ultimately leads to better engineering.
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